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The law further provides for systems of telephones and electric gongs 
throughout the mine that the miners may be more easily warned of fire 
in any part. One telephone must be installed for every one hundred 
miners employed. 

New mines developing after the passage of this law must be provided 
with fire-proof roofs in every passage-way, and every part of each under- 
ground stable must be fire-proof. 

Neglect or refusal to comply with the law shall be punishable by fine 
of from $50 to $200, or by imprisonment for not less than three months. 
A mine manager convicted of violation of the law shall have his cer- 
tificate of competence revoked by the State Mining Board and another 
shall not be granted him for at least three months. 

County inspectors may be appointed by the county commissioners 
of each mining county upon the request of the State Mine Inspectors. 
It shall be the duty of the county inspector to enforce the mining laws 
in his county and he shall have therein the same powers as the State 
Mine Inspectors. In case of violation of the law he shall file with the 
court having jurisdiction a complaint asking that the offender be bound 
over to the next grand jury of the county. 

Lorian P. Jefferson 

Health, Maryland Board of: By an act of the legislature approved 
on April 30, 1910, the State Board of Health of the stateof Maryland was 
authorized to establish and maintain five bureaus; a Bureau of Com- 
municable Diseases, a Bureau of Bacteriology, a Bureau of Chemistry, 
a Bureau of Sanitary Engineering, and a Bureau of Vital Statistics. 

The Bureau of Communicable Diseases is instituted for the purpose 
of securing information regarding those diseases, considering their preva- 
lence and causes, and devising means for their control, investigating 
epidemics and nuisances and providing methods for their eradication. 
A monthly bulletin is to be issued by this bureau to report to local 
health officers the results of the investigations of the Bureau. 

The Bureau of Bacteriology will conduct inquiries into the nature and 
causes, sources and vehicles of infectious diseases; maintain under the 
direction of the State Board of Health, a laboratory wherein to carry on 
the work of the Bureau. The services of this bureau are to be free to 
the local boards of health and to practicing physicians of the state, in 
all matters pertaining to these diseases, and to the vaccine agent of 
the State for testing vaccine virus. In this laboratory public and pri- 
vate water supplies, milk, and other foods will be examined free of charge. 
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The duties of the Bureau of Chemistry naturally somewhat overlap 
those of the Bureau of Bacteriology, but in addition to examination of 
supplies of water, and milk, this bureau will also examine into the nature 
and character of sewage, and trades wastes. Free of cost it will test 
water, milk, spices, drugs, confections, drinks, and food supplies of all 
sorts. 

The Bureau of Sanitary Engineering will examine into the sources of 
both public and private water supplies, and prepare maps and drawings 
of the same for permanent record. Under the guidance of this bureau 
watersheds and catch basins will be patrolled as far as possible, and all 
sources of pollution reported to the State Board of Health. 

Under the direction of the Bureau of Vital Statistics a register of all 
births and deaths shall be kept and published from time to time in 
whatever form the State Board of Health may decide to be the most 
serviceable. 

That part of the bill which appropriated twenty thousand dollars 
for carrying it into effect was approved by the governor only to the extent 
of ten thousand dollars. Lorian P. Jefferson. 

Motor Vehicles. Maryland has recently enacted a new automo- 
bile law which became effective July 1. It provides for the appoint- 
ment by the Governor of a Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, whose duty 
it is to grant licenses and see to the enforcement of the law. Prior to 
the passage of this law, there was no annual license, but simply a regis- 
tration for which there was a small fee. Under the new law there must 
be annual registration and the amount of the license is based on the horse- 
power of the motor vehicle. The annual fees are: $6 for twenty horse- 
power or less; $12 for more than twenty and not more than forty horse- 
power; and $18 for over forty. The fee is only $3 for motor vehicles 
used for the transportation of merchandise only. 

The law requires that the number plate on the rear be fastened so as 
not to swing. The provision in regard to speed is somewhat elastic, 
as the speed must be reasonable, having regard to the width, traffic, and 
use of the highway, so as not to endanger the property or life or limb 
of any person. If the speed exceeds 12 miles per hour in the thickly 
settled or business parts of cities and towns, 18 miles in the outlying 
parts, or 25 miles in the open country outside of the limits of cities or 
towns, it is prima facie evidence that the speed is unreasonable and the 
burden of proof is placed upon the operator. The law contains provi- 
sions as to lights, brakes, signals, rules of the road, etc. 

H. E. F. 



